
Welcome!

Please sit within your Region

September 27, 2023
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Agenda

9:00 Welcome

10:00 FBLA Program & Event Updates

10:30 Break

10:45 FBLA Connect

12:15 Lunch

1:30 Roundtable Discussions

3:30 Wrap Up

3:45 Closing
10:30 Breal



SBLC Adviser 

Registration
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Welcome!

Check In Table
Name Badge
Swag Bag
Clock Hours- Sign In

Scholarship Extension- Friday 9/29
PD Enroller



Gold Seal 

Chapter
2022-2023
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What's in a name?
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WA FBLA
Angela Stone
(She/Her)

Ashley
(She/Her)

Josephine
(She/Her)

Tiffany Perez
(non-binary)

Kyle
(He/Him)

(she/her) (she/her)(non-binary) (he/him)

(he/him)(she/her) (he/him)
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SEND US AN EMAIL   GIVE US A CALL  LIVE CHAT WITH US
statedirector@wafbla.org  206-801-0009  Visit wafbla.org 
hello@wafbla.org   (8:00 AM- 5:00 PM) (9:00 AM- 5:00 PM) 

CONNECT WITH US

ADVISER HUDDLES

Every 2st Wednesday of the month

In Zoom

mailto:statedirector@wafbla.org
http://www.oregonfbla.org/
mailto:hello@wafbla.org


FBLA 

Backpack



STATE 
OFFICER TEAM 
UPDATES
SEPTEMBER 27, 2023



JOANNE LIN

State President
Union High School

SAMARA WIJESEKERA

Executive Vice President
Holy Names Academy 

ADVAITH VIJAYAKUMAR

West Central Region VP
North Creek High School 

Introductions



FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

Washington Future Business Leaders of America 

Washington FBLA Members Show that We are One Association at National Leadership 
Conference and Bring Home State Recognition 

Atlanta, GA—Over 452 of Washington’s top business education students traveled to Atlanta, Georgia, 

for the Future Business Leaders of America National Leadership Conference and joined over 13,000 

fellow future business leaders from around the world to show that as One Association 

for Service, Education, and Progress, we are striving to develop the next generation of leaders through 

leadership development and global competition. 

Only the top 3% of FBLA’s 250,000 high school and middle school students had the opportunity to 

attend the National Leadership Conference and compete in the international business leadership 

competitive events. More than 8,700 High School members from nearly 1,600 high schools and 

more than 850 Middle School members from more than 250 middle schools competed for cash 

prizes in more than 100 competitive events over four days. Students also engaged in learning 

workshops, met with representatives from more than 60 colleges, universities, and employers, and 

heard from Jordan Davis, an educational speaker and FBLA alumnus, during the opening ceremony. 

Washington FBLA was proud to endorse two candidates for national office. Samara Wijesekera of 

Holy Names Academy and Olivia Hale of Fife High School both ran for Western Region Vice 

President and National Parliamentarian, respectively. After a long application and campaign 

process, Samara was selected by the membership as the new National Western Region Vice 

President for the 2023-2024 FBLA membership year. 

“Our student members did an exceptional job in wowing the judges with their keen understanding of 

areas as diverse as accounting, cyber security, and health care administration,” FBLA President & 

CEO Alexander T. Graham said. “They headed home with a renewed sense of accomplishment, a 

robust network of peers from across the country, and connections to colleges and employers as they 

explore future career opportunities.” 

Contact: Tiffany Perez 

P: 626.758.2131 

E:statedirector@wafbla.org 

NLC 2023 RECAP

JUNE 29-JULY 2, 2023

• 452 Members
• 50 Top-Ten Event Placers
• 2 National Officer Candidates

BY THE NUMBERS

https://www.wafbla.org/
mailto:statedirector@wafbla.org
mailto:statedirector@wafbla.org


NLC 2023 RECAP

JUNE 29-JULY 2, 2023

• Komachin MS earned 1st Place Middle School 
Merit Award.

• WA FBLA earned 2nd place Middle School Merit 
Award.

• Fife HS received two $10,000 Lead4Change 
grants.

• Scott Moore (Freeman HS) was recognized as 
Washington’s Outstanding Local Adviser.

• Mike Oechsner was inducted into the Adviser 
Wall of Fame.

• Kevin Connelly was recognized as Washington’s 
Businessperson of the Year.

• Samara Wijesekera was elected as FBLA National 
Western Region VP

OTHER HIGHLIGHTS



MEET THE TEAM
2023-2024 STATE OFFICERS

Team Demographics:
• Capital - 1
• North Central - 1
• Northeast - 2
• Northwest - 1
• Puget Sound - 2
• Southeast - 2
• Southwest - 2
• West Central - 4 



RESOURCESCOMMUNICATION 

Increase 
communications 
among members, 

chapter officers, 
and advisers by 

50% through 
workshops, 

newsletters, and 
messenger 
channels.

MEMBERSHIP 

ENGAGEMENT

2023-2024 POW GOALS 
AND A CLOSER LOOK INTO OUR INITIATIVES FOR THE YEAR

INDUSTRY RELATIONS

Further financial 
cooperation 

between FBLA, 
businesses, and 

alumni to provide 
for the 

development of 
tomorrow's leaders.

Increase Top 10 
placers at NLC by 
30%, increase the 

presence of Middle 
School members at 
SBLC by 100%, and 

provide a media 
series and achieve 

a total of 4000+ 
views.

Increase middle 
school 

membership 
numbers by 150%.

Increase overall 
membership 

engagement by 
200%.



CHAPTER OFFICER 
SLACK

A space for chapter officers 
to receive quick, frequent 

information from the State 
Officer Team to share with 

their chapter.  

CHAPTER OFFICER 
WORKSHOP

A series of workshops 
designed for chapter 

officers, teaching ways to 
set their members up for a 

successful year.

COMMUNICATION

THE WASHINGTONIAN

A seasonal newsletter 
released throughout the 
year featuring member-
submitted articles and 

pieces.



MIDDLE SCHOOL 
EXPANSION PLAN 

A series of workshops and 
events catered to 

introducing potential new 
middle school members to 

FBLA.

FLAMINGO BINGO & 
FBLA MOUNTAIN

Two competitive 
membership campaigns 
focused on recruitment 

and retainment of 
members for chapters. 

Chapters will receive prizes 
based on time of 

completion.

MEMBERSHIP ENGAGEMENT

CHAPTER & MEMBER OF 
THE MONTH

Monthly programs focused 
on highlighting the 

achievements of 
outstanding members and 

chapters in Washington 
State.



RESOURCE 
WORKSHOPS

Three workshops focused 
on the navigation of new 
and old general resources 

located on the website and 
social media.

CHOOSING YOUR 
COMPETITIVE EVENTS

A resource that will help 
members choose their 

events with in-depth event 
categorization and 

condensed descriptions of 
every event.

RESOURCES 

MEET IN THE MIDDLE

A Middle School interview 
series that members can 
watch to get tips on their 

events and explore 
potential interest in 

different events.



THE WASHINGTONIAN: 
ALUMNI EDITION

An additional section to The 
Washingtonian advertising 

new opportunities for 
alumni to get involved 

within the FBLA 
community.

PROCONNECT

A program connecting 
industry professionals with 
members seeking to obtain 

mentorship for their 
competitive events.

INDUSTRY RELATIONS 

FUNDRAISING TOOLKIT

Provides resources and 
strategies for organizing 
successful fundraisers to 

lower the costs of attending 
conferences for members. 



THANK YOU, 
ADVISERS!

Any questions, comments, or 
concerns?



FBLA 

Backpack
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Updates from National FBLA
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Florida Legislative Update

Senate Bill 254 (2023) Granting Florida courts temporary emergency jurisdiction over a child 
present in the state if the child has been subjected to or is threatened with being subjected to 
sex-reassignment prescriptions or procedures .

Senate Bill 1718 (2023) Invalidates drivers licenses and permits issued by other states to 
unauthorized immigrants and making them invalid in Florida. It goes further to criminalize 
entering the state with people who they know, or should know, are undocumented, which 
would be a charge of a third-degree felony and punishable with up to five years in prison; 
however, if that person is found guilty of traveling with a minor who meets the criteria, this 
becomes a second-degree felony, with up to 15 years in prison.

Temporary Injunction
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2023-24 FBLA Theme
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Adviser Welcome Kits

• Printed Adviser Guide
• Posters
• Adviser Posted Notes Book
• Computer Sticker Sheet
• Landing page on Website 

with Expanded Chapter 
Management Handbook
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Adviser Welcome Kits
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Adviser Welcome Kits
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FBLA Program
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Business Achievement Awards
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Adviser Welcome Kits
Series of Membership Engagement 
Focused Challenges

Designed to Build a Local Chapter 
Program of Work

Chapters Compete for National 
Recognition by earning points across 
sections for:

• Bronze Champion Chapter – 2,000 to 
2,999 Points

• Silver Champion Chapter – 3,000 to 
5,999 Points

• Gold Champion Chapter – 6,000 to 
8,500 Points
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LEAD Awards
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Adviser Welcome Kits
Automated Form

Designed to Help Develop a 
Program of Work through a 
Calendar of Activities

Recognition

Certificate
Ribbons for NLC Delegates
Top 3 States and Chapters 
Receive Plaques and Banners 
and 4-7 Receive Banners
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FBLA Week
February 11-17, 
2024
• Sunday Spotlight

• Motivational Monday

• Tuesday Talks

• Work Wednesday

• Thoughtful Thursday

• Fundraising Friday

• Spirit Saturday
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Competitive Event Updates
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Competitive Event Seasons

August to October

• Learn about competitive events and topics

• Select competitive event

November to January

• Prepare to participate in Regional Skills Conferences

February to April

• Prepare to participate in the State Business Leadership 
Conference

April to June

• Prepare to participate in National Leadership Conference
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OBJECTIVE TESTING UPDATES

New time 
for 100-question tests

50 minutes

New time 
for 50-question tests

30 minutes

New test 
tie breakers

1. Pre-selected 10 
questions

2. Pre-selected 20 
questions

3. Time
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OBJECTIVE TESTING UPDATES

Political Science name change to

Public Policy & Advocacy
(student cannot repeat if placed in top 10 
in Political Science at a previous NLC)
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PRESENTATION EVENT UPDATES

New set-up time

3 minutes
New time limit for 
Impromptu Speaking and 
Introduction to Public Speaking

5 minutes

New time limit for 
Public Service Announcement

7 minutes
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PRESENTATION EVENT UPDATES

Retired events

Business Financial Plan

E-Business

Publication Design

Future Business Leader 
and Job Interview

Collect resume and 
cover letter before 
you leave 
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PRESENTATION EVENT UPDATES

New presentation events (All starting at SBLC)

Financial Statement Analysis

Future Business Educator

Introduction to Programming

Visual Design

Website Coding & Development

* grades 9-10 only
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MIDDLE SCHOOL EVENT UPDATES

Top 4
advance to National Leadership 
Conference

New time limit for
for FBLA Mission & Pledge

3 minutes
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National guidelines, 
topics and prep materials 
available now

FBLA.org > Divisions > Middle 
School or High School 
Competitive Events

Competitive Events 
Guidelines and Prep 
materials
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New Format for 
Guidelines!

Partnership with 
MBA Research to 
rewrite test bank



Fu
tu

re
 B

u
si

n
es

s 
Le

ad
er

s 
o

f 
A

m
e

ri
ca

44

Break



FBLA 

Backpack
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FBLA Connect
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Getting Started Annually

FBLA Connect 101

Student Benefits

Chapter Management

Getting Started with FBLA Connect
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Getting Started Annually

FBLA Connect 101

Student Benefits

Chapter Management

Getting Started with FBLA Connect
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Get Ready to 
Start

Access to 
FBLA Connect

Upload 
Members

Payment to 
National FBLA 

(60 days)

GETTING STARTED
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Getting Started Annually

FBLA Connect 101

Student Benefits

Chapter Management

Getting Started with FBLA Connect
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1. Log in to FBLA Connect!
• Make sure you have access to the 

chapter(s) you are responsible for.

2. Update your Profile
• Please add a photo so we can see 

your smiling face!

3. Update your School Profile
1. School Address
2. Contact Email
3. Phone Number

4. Update list of chapter advisers 
associated with your chapter

FBLA Connect 101

http://connect.fbla.org/
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5. Add Members
• There are multiple options available to add members to FBLA 

Connect:
1. Individually add an existing (returning) member

2. Manually enter a new member

3. Bulk upload members using the provided template

4. Provide your students with a registration link (so that they can add 
themselves to FBLA Connect)

6. Transition Members from Unpaid to Active
• Upon this step, members automatically gain access to FBLA Connect!

FBLA CONNECT 101
Click to View Video

https://youtu.be/Iq6_D_XJneA?si=5wmoExlV30mhYjWJ
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FBLA CONNECT 101
Click to View Video

https://youtu.be/Iq6_D_XJneA?si=5wmoExlV30mhYjWJ
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7. Generate invoice to view three payment options

❑Pay by Mail (Check)

❑Purchase Order

❑Credit Card

FBLA CONNECT 101
Click to View Video

NOTE: 60 days to make payment!  If payment is not 
received, you and your students will no longer have FBLA 
Connect access

https://youtu.be/Iq6_D_XJneA?si=5wmoExlV30mhYjWJ
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8. Connect to FBLA Connect! 

There are so many features and benefits in this new system.  
Take some time to check out everything FBLA Connect has 
to offer. 

FBLA CONNECT 101
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Getting Started Annually

FBLA Connect 101

Student Benefits

Chapter Management

Getting Started with FBLA Connect
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Business Achievement Awards

Business 

Achievement Awards 

(High School)

How to Access: 

1. Log into FBLA 

Connect

2. In navigation bar, 

select More

3. Select Courses

FBLA CONNECT STUDENT BENEFITS
Click to View Video

https://youtu.be/ecXXIYOv_NM?si=vD4SAdQUW2L3G5dx
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FBLA CONNECT FEATURES & BENEFITS

LEAD Awards 

(Middle School)

How to Access: 

1. Log into FBLA 

Connect

2. In navigation bar, 

select More

3. Select Courses

FBLA CONNECT STUDENT BENEFITS
Click to View Video

https://youtu.be/ecXXIYOv_NM?si=vD4SAdQUW2L3G5dx
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Adviser Welcome Kits
Series of Membership Engagement 

Focused Challenges

Designed to Build a Local Chapter 

Program of Work

Chapters Compete for National 

Recognition by earning points across 

sections for:

• Bronze Champion Chapter

2,000 to 2,999 Points

• Silver Champion Chapter

3,000 to 5,999 Points

• Gold Champion Chapter

6,000 to 8,500 Points



Fu
tu

re
 B

u
si

n
es

s 
Le

ad
er

s 
o

f 
A

m
e

ri
ca

61

Section Header Up Top In This Color Block

Fu
tu

re
 B

u
si

n
es

s 
Le

ad
er

s 
o

f 
A

m
e

ri
ca

61

Adviser Welcome Kits
Automated Form

Designed to Help Develop a 
Program of Work through a 
Calendar of Activities

Recognition

Certificate
Ribbons for NLC Delegates
Top 3 States and Chapters 
Receive Plaques and Banners 
and 4-7 Receive Banners



Fu
tu

re
 B

u
si

n
es

s 
Le

ad
er

s 
o

f 
A

m
e

ri
ca

62

Section Header Up Top In This Color Block

Fu
tu

re
 B

u
si

n
es

s 
Le

ad
er

s 
o

f 
A

m
e

ri
ca

62

FBLA CONNECT FEATURES & BENEFITS

Champion Chapter 

(High School)

How to Access: 

1. Log into FBLA 

Connect

2. In navigation bar, 

select More

3. Select Forms

FBLA CONNECT STUDENT BENEFITS
Click to View Video

https://youtu.be/ecXXIYOv_NM?si=vD4SAdQUW2L3G5dx
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FBLA CONNECT FEATURES & BENEFITS

Merit Award

(Middle School)

How to Access: 

1. Log into FBLA 

Connect

2. In navigation bar, 

select More

3. Select Forms

FBLA CONNECT STUDENT BENEFITS
Click to View Video

https://youtu.be/ecXXIYOv_NM?si=vD4SAdQUW2L3G5dx
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Section Header Up Top In This Color Block

Getting Started Annually

FBLA Connect 101

Student Benefits

Chapter Management

Getting Started with FBLA Connect
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Create/Assign Chapter 
Officer Positions

FBLA CONNECT CHAPTER TOOLS
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Section Header Up Top In This Color Block

Assign Chapter 
Officer Privileges

FBLA CONNECT CHAPTER TOOLS

Allow officers to 
Complete Forms 
for Champion 
Chapter Access
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Section Header Up Top In This Color Block

Chapter 
Calendar

FBLA CONNECT CHAPTER TOOLS
Click to View Video

https://youtu.be/MAzREKLPbzQ?si=b-D_7ONmW9DgbRDw


Fu
tu

re
 B

u
si

n
es

s 
Le

ad
er

s 
o

f 
A

m
e

ri
ca

68
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Email

FBLA CONNECT CHAPTER TOOLS
Click to View Video

https://youtu.be/MAzREKLPbzQ?si=b-D_7ONmW9DgbRDw
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Section Header Up Top In This Color Block

SMS – 
Send a text

FBLA CONNECT CHAPTER TOOLS
Click to View Video

https://youtu.be/MAzREKLPbzQ?si=b-D_7ONmW9DgbRDw
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Announcements

FBLA CONNECT CHAPTER TOOLS
Click to View Video

https://youtu.be/MAzREKLPbzQ?si=b-D_7ONmW9DgbRDw
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Section Header Up Top In This Color Block

Files

FBLA CONNECT CHAPTER TOOLS
Click to View Video

https://youtu.be/MAzREKLPbzQ?si=b-D_7ONmW9DgbRDw
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Forms

FBLA CONNECT CHAPTER TOOLS
Click to View Video

https://youtu.be/MAzREKLPbzQ?si=b-D_7ONmW9DgbRDw
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Lunch
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Roundtable Discussions- (4) 25 minutes

Chapter Success Guide | Angela Stone | Washington FBLA

Competitive Events | Terri King | Odessa High School FBLA

FBLA Programs | Laura Ramos | Fife High School FBLA

Development and Fundraising | Kyle DeVos | Washington FBLA

New(er) to FBLA  | Tiffany Perez | Washington FBLA
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Washington Educators of Business & Marketing

Join WE-BAM today!
https://www.we-bam.org/

Open Board Positions:
President-Elect
Secretary
Membership Director
Professional Development Director

https://www.we-bam.org/


NLC Adviser 

Registration
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Lollipop Leadership
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REFLECTION



Thank you!
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